Most reports of Weaver syndrome have been sporadic cases and the genetic basis of the syndrome is uncertain. This report of an affected father and daughter provides evidence for autosomal dominant inheritance.
Weaver syndrome (WSS) was first described in 1974' and is characterised by accelerated growth, advanced bone age, typical facial appearance, digital abnormalities, and developmental delay. The syndrome has been recently reviewed by Cole et tained a persistent breech position. After birth she was hypotonic and feeding was difficult.
She was delayed in both her gross motor development (sitting unaided at 9 months, walking at 20 months) and language development and at the age of 25 months she remained somewhat floppy and clumsy, was only just beginning to put words together, and was attending a special needs nursery.
Her growth in the first two years of life had been dramatic. At 19 months, her weight was 19 kg (>>97th centile) and height 93 cm (>>97th centile, height standard deviation score +3.8) with head circumference 48.5 cm (50th centile). This gives a weight for height index of 133%. There was increased leg length compared to sitting height. At this age, her bone age was 3 years 6 months using Greulich and Pyle standards. By the age of 22 9 In our case of Weaver syndrome, transmission has been from father to child and if the previous reports are accepted as dominant families with WSS, the transmission has been from mother to child. Therefore, there is no evidence so far of any parent of origin effect in the transmission of the WSS phenotype.
Weaver syndrome may thus be inherited as an autosomal dominant trait and the discovery and publication of other families may allow further clarification of its genetic basis.
